62    THE LEGEND OP THE ROMAN CHURCH:

ful. However strange it may appear. It is certain
that the Jewish Christians of Jerusalem, with James
at their head, organized active missions to counteract
the effect of those of Paul, and that the emissaries
of these ardent conservatives followed in some sort
upon the track of the Apostle of the Gentiles. Peter
belonged to the party of Jerusalem, to which he con-
tributed that kind of timid moderation which appears
to have been the basis of his character.1 Did Peter
also come to Home ? Once, this question was one
of the most burning that could be raised. Formerly,
religious history was only a department of theology,
and written, not to narrate, but to prove. In the
great rebellion, animated by so much courageous
and ardent conviction, which in the sixteenth cen-
tury roused half Europe against the court of Borne,
men gradually elevated the denial of Peter's resi-
dence at Borne into a kind of dogma. The Bishop
of Rome is the successor of St. Peter, said the Catho-

1 The rivalry of Peter and Paul is the capital discovery of
Christian Baur and the Tubingen school; but these ingenious
critics have not only gravely overstated their thesis, but have
weakened it by the adduction of arguments which have really
nothing to do with the question,